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Lai, Lili   赖立里
School of Health Humanities
Peking University
Beijing 100191, China
Email: lililai@pku.edu.cn 
Employment:

Associate Prosessor
Peking University, Beijing, China

· School of Health Humanities, 08/2011 – present
            
Postdoctoral Fellow 

Peking University, Beijing, China

· Institute of Sociology and Anthropology, 07/2009 – 07/2011
            
Editor
Beijing University of Chinese Medicine, Beijing, China

· Journal of the Beijing University of Chinese Medicine, 08/1998 – 08/2000


Assistant Researcher
Beijing University of Chinese Medicine, Beijing, China

· Center for Scientific Research and Development, 07/1994 – 07/1998
Education:
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, USA


August 2000 – May 2009


Ph.D. in Anthropology, May 2009

M.A. in Anthropology, August 2004



Beijing University of Chinese Medicine, China



September 1989 – July 1994

Bachelor’s Degree in Chinese Medicine, July 1994

Academic
Collaborative Research Fellowship, 2012
Honors:
American Council of Learned Societies
University Fellowship for Junior Faculty, 2011

Peking University

Postdoctoral Research Grant, 2009, 2010
China Postdoctoral Science Foundation


Grants for Collaborative Research on 

Environment and Health in China, 2010



SSRC-China Environment and Health Initiative Collaborative Grants Program

                        Dissertation Completion Fellowship, 2008

            University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Future Faculty Fellowship, 2007
 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Dissertation Fieldwork Grant, 2006



Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research


           International Dissertation Research Fellowship, 2005-2006


           Social Science Research Council



Fellowship for Graduate Seminar On China, 2005



Universities Service Centre for China Studies, Hong Kong

Professional Membership: 

Committee Member, Society for Medical Anthropology of Chinese Anthropological Association, 10/2016 – now. 

Editorial team member for Cultural Anthropology, 2017-2022.
Course Taught at Peking University:
1. Undergraduate teaching (School of Health Humanities):

1）Chinese Worldviews 


2）Introduction to Cultural Anthropology 


3）Introduction to Medical Anthropology


4）Social Impact of Reproductive Medicine
2. Graduate teaching (Department of Sociology, School of Health Humanities, Yenching Academy):


1) Anthropological theories


2) Anthropology and STS


3) Anthropology of Embodiment


4) Chinese Worldviews
Research Projects:
Historical Review and Current Situation of the Rural Medical Care in Sangling Village, Yunnan


Commissioned Project of China’s Social Science Foundation. 2019-2021
Healing and Heritage: Sorting Out Ethnic Traditional Medicines in China

A collaborative project with Dr. Judith Farquhar of the University of Chicago. 2012-2013
The Social Impact of Assisted Reproductive Technology

Junior Faculty Research Project, Institute of Medical Humanities, Peking University.2011
How Medical Institutions Promote the Public Understanding of Assisted Reproductive Technology: A Case Study

Research Project, Peking University Health and Science Center. 2017-2018
Everyday Hygiene and Environment in Rural China

Postdoctoral Research Project, Peking University. 2009-2011.
Waste Management Challenges in China’s Urbanizing Countryside

A collaborative project with One Earth Designs, US and the Center for Disease Control and Prevention. 2010-2011.
Conference Paper Presentations:
Flavor as Nourishment and Therapy: Qualities and Efficacies, 

“Modern Chinese Foodways: Re-examining Culinary Continuities and Change”, 2021
Emory University, USA (Zoom International Conference)
Becoming Minority Medicine: Local Gathering of Things and Practices,
“East Asian Medicine as an Alternative Potential”, 2019
KHKM-KIOM International Symposium, Korea

Collaborations all the way down: Politics in the making of ethnographic knowledges, 

“Beyond Self and Other: Contemporary Ethnography in and Beyond China”, 2018
The University of Chicago Center in Beijing
Soups: Gifts of Flavor and the Beauty of Good Tastes, 

"True, Good, Beautiful: Politics & Forms of Virtue in Xi Jinping-Era China", 2016

Department of Media, Culture, and Communication, New York University

Panel Presentation: Medical Anthropology in China, 
Annual Meeting of American Anthropological Association, November 2015
Denver, Colorado, USA

Paper Presentation: Soups: Medical and Culinary Gifts of Flavor, 
International Conference on Food and Health, 7th bi-annual conference of Asian Society for the History of Medicine, December, 2014

The Hong Kong Institute for the Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Hong Kong
Paper Presentation: Nationality Medicines in China: Institutional Rationality and Healing Charisma, 
Conference "Max Weber and China: Culture, Law and Capitalism", September 2013

SOAS, University of London 

Paper Presentation: Information and Its Practical Other: Crafting Zhuang nationality medicine Conference "Knowledge/Value 3: Information, Archive, Database", September 2012

Center of The University of Chicago, Beijing, China 

Panel Presentation: Rural China Revisited: In Search of Moralities and Social Organizations, Annual Meeting of The Association for Asian Studies, April 2011

Hawaii, USA

Symposium of “Choking on what? Contested illnesses, pollution and the making of environmental health subjects in contemporary China”, March 2011

Oxford, UK

Workshop of "Reaching for hearts and minds - governmentality and the power of the state in China", December 2010, Lund, Sweden
Annual Meeting of Forum On Health, Environment, and Development, November 2010

Beijing, China
Annual Meeting of The Association for Asian Studies, April 2008

Atlanta, USA

International Conference on Labor Migration and Social Policy, September 2006
UNESCO and Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 
Post-SARS: Chinese Public Health Policy Forum, December 2003
The Social Policy Research Center, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 

Alternative to Rural Development Workshop, September 2003
Oxfam and Institute of Sociology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 

Selected Publications: 
Lili Lai. Monograph: Hygiene, Sociality, and Culture in Contemporary China: The Uncanny New Village. Amsterdam University Press. 2016.
Judith Farquhar, Lili Lai. Monograph: Gathering Medicines: Nation and Knowledge in China’s Mountain South. The University of Chicago Press. 2021.
Lili Lai. Toward knowing: Engaging Chinese medical worlds, The Sociological Review Monographs, Sage, 2020.

Lili Lai. Becoming the Nationality Medicine: From a Historical Ontology Perspective (in Chinese), Thought Frontiers, Issue 2, 2020.

Lili Lai. Exploring the Qualitative Research Method in Narrative Medicine (in Chinese), Medicine and Philosophy, Issue 2, 2020.  

Lili Lai. Fortune Teller: The visible and invisible, Film and the Chinese Medical Humanities, V. Lo, C. Berry and L. Guo (eds.), London: Routledge, 2019.
Lili Lai. Gift from Nature: The way of Flavor and Nationality Medicine (in Chinese), Journal of The Sun Yat-sen University, Issue 6, 2018.
Lili Lai. Reproductive Anxiety and Practical Reasoning: An anthropological observation of IVF technology (in Chinese), Journal of Xinan Minzu University (Humanities and Social Sciences), Issue 9, 2017.
Lili Lai. Historical Formation and Anxiety for Scientization in Contemporary Chinese Medicine (in Chinese), Beijing Cultural Review, Issue 2, 2017.
Lili Lai. Language as Material Being (in Chinese), Chinese Journal of Language Policy and Planning, Issue 4, 2017.

Lili Lai, Hui Zhang. Four Dimensions of Studying Everyday Life (in Chinese), Exploration and Free Views, Issue 1, 2017. 
Judith Farquhar, Lili Lai, Marshall Kramer. A Place at the End of a Road: A Yin-Yang Geography, Anthropologica 2017, 59: 216-227.
Lili Lai, Judith Farquhar. Nationality Medicines in China: Institutional Rationality and Healing Charisma, Comparative Studies of Society and History 2015, 57(2): 381-405. 

Judith Farquhar, Lili Lai. Information and Its Practical Other: Crafting Zhuang Nationality Medicine, East Asian Science, Technology and Society 2014 (8): 417- 437.

Lili Lai. Multisited and Collaborative Ethnography: Inspirations from minority nationalities research in the Southwest (in Chinese), Journal of Guangxi Minzu University (Humanities and Social Sciences), 2014: 36(6).
Lili Lai. The Local Intimacies of China’s Rural-Urban Divide, Positions: Asia Critique 2014 summer, 22(3): 543-550.
Lili Lai. Everyday Hygiene in Rural Henan, Positions: Asia Critique 2014 summer, 22(3): 635-659.
Lili Lai, Judith Farquhar. Knowledge and Lingyan: A discussion on the modern charisma in the development of minority nationalities medicine (in Chinese), Thought Frontiers, Issue 2, 2014.
Lili Lai. Immanent Sociality: Open-ended Belonging, Theory & Event, 2013, 16(3), The Johns Hopkins University Press.

Lili Lai, Judith Farquhar. Normalizing and Reproducing Knowledge: An example of salvaging and sorting Zhuang nationality medicine (in Chinese), Open Times, 2013: 40(1). 
Lili Lai. A Cultural Plaza in Shang Village: Why Culture? Whose Plaza?” in Urban Anthropology and Studies of Cultural Systems and World Economic Development, Vol. 41 No.2, 2012. 
Lili Lai. Medical Anthropology and Lived Life (in Chinese), Introduction to Medical Humanities, eds., Hu Peicheng and Zhang Daqing, Beijing: People’s Health Publishing House, 2012.
Lili Lai. Body, Embodiment, Experience: A cultural anthropological investigation, in Anthropology Lectures, Volume 1, Beijing: Intellectual Property Press, 2012. 
Lili Lai. Waste Management Challenges in China’s Urbanizing Countryside, in Journal of Yunnan Normal University, Vol. 43 No. 2, 2011.

Lili Lai. Scientizing Chinese Medicine – an anthropological observation (in Chinese), in Chinese Review of Anthropology, vol. 16. Beijing: The World Publishing Corporation, 2010.

Edited volume: From Deconstruction to the Critique of Globalization: A Spivak Reader (In 


Chinese), with Chen Yongguo, Guo Yingjian, Beijing: Peking University Press, 2007.
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